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The Current Situation





In East Timor





Although Indonesia has formally revoked its 1976 ‘Decree of Integration’ and now accepts that East Timor is no longer under its sovereignty, conditions in the territory are in a parlous state. The Military-backed militias were responsible for massive destruction of private and public property and of essential communication facilities, as well as the forcible deportation of many thousands of helpless people using all available transport. The withdrawal of the civilian Indonesian administration including its health, education, police and judiciary has left the Timorese in a situation described by Resistance leader Xanana Gusmao as ‘below zero’.  There is a grave shortage of professional staff such as doctors, engineers, teachers; a severe lack of proper housing; a scarcity of suitable premises for the organising of the very urgently needed work of reconstruction. Until very recently there has been no  banking facility, no post office, no library, no hardware store, and very limited civilian telecommunications. The rainy season is now in full flood making movement difficult, even impossible in many locations. Food and medical aid, materials and equipment for urgent rebuilding -  all remain in short supply and are very difficult to distribute outside the main towns. 





Social Unrest





The euphoria of achieving independence from Indonesia has subsided and there is now impatience for material progress, economic and social development,  and political control. There is a degree of dissatisfaction, even resentment, at the dominant role of the United Nations administration, and of the agendas of some non-governmental agencies. It is felt by many Timorese that they are now suffering another ‘invasion’ of people set upon organising their country for them. UNTAET, the transitional administration established by the Security Council last October,  is trying to address such concerns but still lacks the full complement of personnel and material resources it needs. NGOs are also attending to such issues but the lack of necessary skills among the local people presents their staffers with very practical problems in terms of engaging the  participation of Timorese that is desirable. At the same time there seems to be a degree of jockeying for political power between various Timorese groups. Hopefully, the umbrella coalition CNRT - which is committed to reconciliation, reconstruction and development - will sustain its unity, and there will be a merging of minds between generations and between former exiles and those who remained in the territory throughout the Indonesian occupation. At the present time there are bad physical conditions, a lack of education and employment opportunity, and negligible provision for dealing with civil and criminal offences. In such a situation it is inevitable that there is social unrest.





Church Efforts





The Church continues to have significant influence in political and social affairs, and is the main channel for the local distribution of food, medicine, and construction materials. Its personnel are engaged in medical care,  education, and counselling. It is sustaining its effort to promote reconciliation, as is the CNRT leadership, but the terrible havoc and murder committed by the pro-Indonesia militias has made this extremely difficult: there is hardly a family that has not been terribly affected - physically and psychologically. Their trauma is profound and will not be easily remedied. Mass graves continue to be unearthed throughout the territory including the East Timor enclave of Oecussi  located in West Timor.


West Timor Camps





Regrettably there are still well over 100,000 East Timorese deportees languishing in squalid camps in West Timor. Here they have been harassed, intimidated , and abused by the pro-integration militias who have been also been giving them misinformation about the situation in their homeland to dissuade them from returning. Many known CNRT members have been murdered, and over 500 people have died as a result of inadequate sanitation and medical care. Young children have been especially vulnerable to malnutrition and are dying every day. The UNHCR and other agencies have been engaged in arranging repatriations which are still continuing slowly.





Dispersals





The armed forces of Indonesia facilitated the dispersal of many deportees to other islands of the Republic from Irian Jaya (West Papua) in the East to Sumatra in the West. Repatriation of these people is especially difficult. The  Indonesian Ministry of  Transmigration is also involved in persuading many to settle in various parts of the Republic. A strategy of depopulation of East Timor seems to have been on the (Military) regime’s agenda should the August ballot indicate (as it did) popular preference for independence. 





Impunity





Meanwhile none of the Military commanders, or their proxy militia leaders, have been prosecuted for the murder and mayhem they perpetrated during 1999. Two Inquiries into events are underway, one under the auspices of the UN. The Indonesian government has refused to accept the conclusions of this Inquiry whatever they may be and has insisted on conducting its own investigation. This is proceeding currently and the principal Military commanders and militia leaders have been questioned. They have denied responsibility for the violence and have dismissed all charges of co-operation - despite the extensive evidence of such that has been provided by both Timorese and foreign observers.





Draft Letters





Arms Embargo





The campaigning priority for UK citizens at the present time is to call for the embargo on arms sales to Indonesia, imposed by both the UK Government and the European Union during the post ballot period of extreme violence, to be renewed (it is due to end on January 17th 2000). This should be sustained at least until the repatriation of East Timorese is satisfactorily completed, and preferably until the Indonesian Military has come under full civilian control. Letters/faxes should draw attention to the continuing impunity of those who perpetrated the destruction and murder, and to the many thousands of East Timorese still languishing in ‘refugee’ camps in West Timor and elsewhere in the Indonesian archipelago.


Such communications should be addressed to:


The Foreign Secretary,


Rt. Hon. Robin Cook , MP


Foreign & Commonwealth Office, Whitehall, 


London SW1A 


[Fax 0171 270 2144]





Rt. Hon. Stephen Byers,MP


Secretary of State,


Dept of Trade & Industry,


1 Victoria Street,


London SW1H 0ET


[Fax 0171 222 2629]





Local Constituency MP & MEP.





Development Aid





On 17th December the UK’s DFID (Department for International Development) pledged £13 million at a meeting of international donors in Tokyo to support reconstruction and development in East Timor (US$520 million was pledged in total by all donors at the meeting).


This will be channelled through Trust Funds which have been set up by the World Bank and the UN to co-ordinate the international aid effort. Clare Short, DFID Secretary, said ‘East Timor faces difficult challenges as it moves towards independence after all the suffering inflicted on its people over the last 20 years. They deserve our support to rebuild…we must work to ensure that they are able to take control of the development of their country as quickly as possible. We applaud their far-sighted policy of reconciliation and hope it will set the mood for the new nation in the coming years’.  





Letters acknowledging this pledge are encouraged, to


DFID 94 Victoria Street


London SW1E 5JL


World Bank &


International Monetary Fund





The WB and IMF conducted an investigative mission in East Timor during late November 1999 and in its report outlined the main challenges facing East Timor in the immediate future:


Restarting the economy;


Resuming agricultural production;


Establishing an effective civil service;


Developing a fair and accessible legal and judicial system;


Rebuilding essential infrastructure;


Building civil society and its institutions;


Developing health and education systems.





Their Report suggested US$300m as the minimum sum required for such a programme during its first three years.





Public Action





CIIR Priorities





The Catholic Institute for International Relations is addressing the following demands to the international community (which has accepted responsibility for East Timor’s transition to independence). The list provides an agenda for every concerned individual and group lobbying for justice for the East Timorese people:





Political Demands





The International Community (IC) should press Indonesia to co-operate fully with the UN inquiry into human rights violations in East Timor.





The IC, if requested by the East Timorese, should assist with the pursuit and prosecution of individuals suspected of war crimes.





The Indonesian government (GOI) should immediately end all forms of support to the militias operating along the border with, and in the refugee camps in, W Timor


The IC should press Indonesia to end persecution of East Timorese throughout Indonesia and facilitate their safe passage to third countries according to their preference.





The new UN transitional authority, UNTAET, should include full East Timorese representation.





Humanitarian Demands





To heads of government, foreign ministries, and the United Nations:








Refugees, particularly those detained in West Timor, must be allowed to return home as soon as possible.





The IC should honour the financial commitments it has made to East Timor so that reconstruction can begin without further delay.





The GOI should allow the UN High Commission for Refugees, and other humanitarian organisations full and unrestricted access to the refugees in West Timor.





The GOI must co-operate fully in efforts to trace missing persons.








To the UNHCR, and other humanitarian organisations:





Humanitarian organisations must provide a well co-ordinated response to the crisis, fully consulting East Timor’s political leaders and involving the wider East Timorese community.








Agencies in East Timor





Currently  operating in the territory are the following UN agencies:


OCHA - Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs. Co-ordinates international humanitarian assistance.


IOM - International Organisation for Migration. Responsible for the safe and orderly return and transport of displaced persons in co-operation with UNHCR.


UNHCR - UN High Commission for Refugees. Assisting refugees, giving relief supplies, helping to negotiate their return home.


UNICEF - UN Children’s Fund. Addressing the health problems of children and families, supplying materials for temporary shelter and sanitation.


UNDP - UN Development Programme. Co-ordinating the infrastructure working group which is repairing roads, telecommunications, electricity and water systems.


WFP - World Food Programme. Distributing food aid.


WHO - World Health Organisation. Addressing TB and Malaria.


ILO (International Labour Organisation) and FAP (Food and Agriculture Organisation) are also working in East Timor.

















Also present are several 


International Humanitarian Agencies:





ICRC (International Committee of the Red Cross);Oxfam; Care; World Vision; Caritas International, Concern Worldwide; Medecins Sans Frontieres - each engaged in health care, water and sanitation provision, food supply etc.





National Agencies include:





AusAid; Australian Council for Overseas Aid; Timor Aid - Australia.


USAid; Catholic Relief Services - USA.


Save the Children Fund; Warchild; Merlin; CAFOD - UK.


Indonesian Council of Churches; Caritas Indonesia.


































































































Project Progress





Funds provided via East Timor Update have been transferred either to  CAFOD UK for use by their local partners in East Timor; or in support of specific projects undertaken by local church personnel (religious and diocesan). Despite the generous pledges of support from the international community through governments and non-governmental organisations the Timorese are currently living in very impoverished and unhealthy circumstances lacking the basic necessities of food, shelter, medicine, and the opportunity to provide for their own livelihood. 








































































































The supplement provided with this issue of ET Update provides further information about projects which will be among those supported in the months to come. Further donations are needed and will be acknowledged immediately on receipt.





Comments,


Inquiries,


Information.





Comments and suggestions on this bulletin and your inquiries are welcome, as is any further information you can offer.


Please contact:


The Editor, ET Update,


40 Park Lane, Rothwell, Leeds LS26 0ES.


Tel 0113 282 2320;


Fax 0113 282 5422;email >


psmythe@globalnet.co.uk
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