EAST TIMOR UPDATE








�
The Current Situation





Suitable conditions for a free and fair vote in the ballot scheduled to take place in East Timor in August are far from being achieved. The Indonesian government leaders in Jakarta continue to declare their support for the plebiscite which the UN is endeavouring to set up - but the disruptive action of local militias backed by the Indonesian armed forces persist. Every possible means of manipulating the outcome of the ballot is  being pursued by Military agencies.





Political Manipulation





Upwards of a dozen militias - funded and advised by the Military - are now active around the territory carrying out various forms of intimidation to ensure that the people vote in favour of staying within the Indonesian Republic. Besides continual verbal  and written threats, house burnings, and enforced signings of ‘statements of support’ for ‘autonomy within Indonesia’, the militias have frequently carried out  physical abuse including mutilation and murder. Most of the members of these marauding groups have been coerced into participation and their violent behaviour is being encouraged by the provision of aggression-inducing drugs. They are lead by criminals, thugs and collaborators who think it is in their best interests to co-operate with the Indonesian Military who are clearly unwilling to let go of the territory whatever the civilian politicians might propose.





Internally Displaced Persons





About 45,000 villagers have fled their homes to escape this reign of terror. Many of these ‘IDP’s are hiding in the forests and up in the mountains. Many others have been gathered together in ‘camps’ where the militias ‘protect’ them from the ‘disruptive influence’ of pro-independence activists. All these internal refugees lack food and other necessities and the conditions in the camps are so bad that people are dying each day from hunger and disease. Attempts by humanitarian agencies present in East Timor to provide for their needs have been obstructed by the Indonesian provincial authorities both civilian and military. Recently a convoy  of vehicles which had managed to bring rice and medicines to one such camp was attacked by a militia group on its return, even though it was being accompanied by UN personnel. The people in the camps are being told by militias not to accept such aid if it is offered. Clearly it will be difficult for them to vote freely in such circumstances. Sailings of passenger ferries to Dili harbour have been recently been prohibited - which effectively prevents aid being brought to the sick and wounded by East Timorese returning to the territory.





Indonesia Failing to Ensure Safe Conditions





The Indonesian police, who are supposedly present to ensure a peaceful environment for the ballot, have stood by while these various acts of blatant aggression have been perpetrated. However, they have been quick to arrest any pro-independence supporter who is alleged to have breached the peace. Many pro-independence activists and leaders have had to go into hiding and have only emerged fleetingly to participate in high-profile negotiations where the presence of international diplomats and media personnel have afforded some protection. 


Many of the Indonesian Police are actually redeployed Military, some from the notorious Kopassus special forces responsible for the worst human rights violations in East Timor. Upfront are the special riot police ‘Brimob’ (Mobile Brigade) also renowned for their brutality even in Indonesia itself.  





Other contraventions of the May 5th UN Accord.





There have been much- publicised withdrawals of the Military from the territory, as stipulated by the New York Accord, but most of these troops have soon been replaced by others. Some have reappeared in plain clothes to assist the militias or to cause public disorder which can then be blamed on pro-independence activists.





False indentification papers are being provided to numbers of West Timorese people, who have a similar physical appearance to East Timorese and speak the local languages, as another means of influencing the outcome of the plebiscite. 





Government funds have 


been used to promote the ‘autonomy option’ although this is in direct contravention of the Accord signed by Indonesia at the UN in May.





The UN personnel who are being deployed in East Timor to organise the registration of voters and to conduct the ballot (titled United Nations Assistance Mission in East Timor - UNAMET)are gradually increasing in number, as are the members of the international police contingent who are in the territory under UN auspices to ‘advise and assist the Indonesian police in their duties’. However, every possible obstacle is being put in their way by the Indonesian authorities and  by the militias who are also accusing them of being ‘impartial’ and ‘exceeding their mandate’.





The UN Secretary General has already had to postpone the date of the ballot to later in the month of August because conditions are lacking to conduct a free and fair vote. In fact, with the exception of the main towns,  the situation has hardly improved since the arrival of UN personnel who themselves are now at physical risk, as are the international (unarmed) police personnel and the members of various NGOs present in the territory in an attempt to offer urgently- needed humanitarian aid. 





This blatant flouting by Indonesia of the New York Accord should not be tolerated by the international community. 





Draft Letters





Letters to the Prime Minister, Foreign Secretary, FCO Minister of State, and Members of Parliament are of great importance at this crucial time.  The following Press Release by the British Coalition for East Timor BCET indicates the main points which should be made. 





‘We note with regret that the UN Secretary General has had to postpone East Timor’s ballot on its future. Continuing Indonesian military atrocities and intimidation of local communities have been largely responsible for the August 8th vote being deferred until later that month.


The British government must take new initiatives to ensure that the security situation in East Timor is dramatically improved. Its actions on East Timor have been meagre in comparison with the leading role it played in Kosovo. While acting to disarm Kosovo’s oppressors, Britain is continuing to supply East Timor’s oppressors with yet more arms.





We urge the British Government to:





Demand the withdrawal of Indonesian troops before the ballot takes place.


Ensure that the para-militaries are disarmed.


Take the initiative at the UN Security Council to call for the presence of a UN peace-keeping force.


Sever all links with the Indonesian Military, including arms sales and the training of military personnel.





Further information - 


CAFOD letter to Minister of State  - 6 July 1999.





To:





Rt.Hon Geoffrey Hoon, MP


Minister of State,


Foreign & Commonwealth Office,


London SW1A 2AH





Dear Mr Hoon��You will have heard of the dangerous situation developing in East Timor for UNAMET and NGO staff and particularly of the recent incidents in Maliana and Liquisa. Staff of our partner, Caritas East Timor, who your predecessor the�late Mr Derek Fatchett met during his recent visit to Dili, were part of the�convoy stopped by militias in Liquisa when returning from a relief mission to�Sare. In the difficult task of distributing aid to displaced persons, now estimated at about 45,000, our partners are under constant threat of attack.�My colleagues have made several enquiries and established that the Indonesian police were requested to give appropriate security to the relief convoy to�Sare. The promised security detachment did not materialise and the convoy�decided to proceed. The failure of the police to offer appropriate security�must be considered in the context of the known relationship which exists�between the Indonesian military, the police and the pro-integration militias.�The 'condemnation' statement recently issued by the Indonesian Government must be accompanied by appropriate measures to ensure that their security forces respect and promote the 5th May agreements. ��We also understand that the UNSC made a strident statement last week following the Maliana incident and that Ian Martin, the Head of UNAMET and has gone to�Jakarta to make known his deep concern to General Wironto. It is intolerable�that the UN agreements of 5th May should be so flagrantly flouted and we�request that HMG call for an immediate meeting of the UNSC to consider what�urgent steps should be taken to review the security arrangements agreed on 5th�May. ��We have reports of a meeting between the Indonesian Foreign Minister and the East Timor Militia leaders in Bali in June when he is reported to have referred to the UN as a 'paper tiger'. More recently Mr Ali Alitas in a BBC�interview is reported to have said that it was 'unrealistic to expect the�Indonesian military to be impartial after 23 years of fighting in the territory'. In the light of this statement is it tenable that the Indonesian security forces should remain responsible for ensuring security for the UNBallot on Self Determination in East Timor?��We appreciate that HMG is committed to playing a leading role in assisting the�UN in carrying out its responsibilities in East Timor and it is therefore all�the more important that urgent action be taken by HMG to prevent the UN Ballot from being derailed. An immediate visit by the UN Secretary General to meet the Indonesian military Chiefs of Staff and to visit the imprisoned leader of the Timorese resistance, Xanana Gusmao, would be an appropriate way of�demonstrating the seriousness of the international community in seeing the 5th May agreements respected.��Yours sincerely,�Steve Alston, Asia Desk.





Public Action





EDM to sign





The following Early Day Motion  (774 East Timor No2) has been tabled by Ann Clwyd. MPs should be asked to add their signature as soon as possible.





This House notes with concern that the UN Secretary General has �been forced to postpone the ballot on East Timor's future status, on 8th �August, because the security conditions are not conducive to a free and �fair ballot; is extremely disturbed that violence and intimidation by �paramilitaries backed by the Indonesian military continue unabated and �that at least 45,000 East Timorese have been internally displaced due to �paramilitary activities and confined in concentration camp-like conditions; believes it is essential that responsibility for security is �taken away from the Indonesian security forces, who are not neutral; is �further concerned that certain political groups do not enjoy the freedom �to organise and conduct peaceful activities and regrets the continued �detention under house arrest of the independence leader, Xanana Gusmao, �which seriously impedes the pro-independence campaign; calls upon HM Government to press for the disarming of all militia groups so that a UN peace-keeping force can ensure that the ballot is conducted in a fair and peaceful way; calls upon HM Government to sever all links with the Indonesian military, including arms sales and �training of military personnel; further calls for the UN to ensure that �humanitarian assistance reaches the internally displaced people and that �conditions are made safe for them to return home, to register and to vote free from intimidation; and further calls for the immediate and �unconditional release of Xanana Gusmao and all other East Timorese �political prisoners to enable them to play a full part in the consultative process. �


Protest at Indonesian Embassy, London July 17th.





A public protest over the Indonesian contraventions of the New York Accord and the continuing human rights violations in East Timor by Indonesian Military and the local militias they have established will be held all day on Saturday July 17th outside the Indonesian Embassy, Grosvenor Square, Bond Street, London.


This protest has been organised by Catholic Worker groups nationwide and is supported by BCET.


Anyone who can is encouraged to support the event for at least some part of the day.





Leeds Diocese Justice and Peace Commission 





Leeds J&P have arranged for a young Timorese student - Luciano - to address various groups in the diocese in the near future. For further details contact J&P Co-ordinator Shelagh Fawcett at 31 Moor Rd, Headingley  Leeds, (Tel/Fax 0113 278 9310;  email: leedsjp@connectfree.co.uk)





Project Progress





As indicated above, travel restrictions to East Timor recently imposed by the Indonesian government are presenting an obstacle to humanitarian aid reaching the people at the present time. However the Church has various channels of communication which offer other means of getting materials into the territory. Also there is much work being done for East Timorese who are in need in other islands of the Indonesian archipelago, and as refugees in other countries. 





Role of the Church





The Church has played a key role in East Timor in defence of the people’s human rights as individuals and as a nation.


Currently the local church is doing all it can to further peaceful negotiations for a lasting settlement. 


Recently the two Bishops of East Timor, Carlos Belo and Basileo do Nascimento successfully convened a four day dialogue in Jakarta attended by all the principle East Timorese leaders, pro-integration and pro-independence. As Bishop Belo has said repeatedly, it is ‘by dialogue not by the bullet that peace will be achieved’.





The support of the Church internationally for a peaceful settlement of this tragic conflict is of the greatest importance. 





During the month of June the US Catholic Conference of Bishops (Committee on International Policy) published a Statement and Appeal on East Timor. The Bishops of Japan also addressed a Letter of Solidarity to the two Bishops of East Timor and wrote a Letter to UN Secretary General Kofi Annan. In the same period the Catholic Council for Justice and Peace of Japan presented a  Statement to the UN Decolonisation Committee which was giving consideration to the political status of East Timor.





Such public efforts are very helpful to the peace process.













































































Comments and  Information





Your comments and suggestions on this bulletin are welcome, as is further information which should be submitted to:


The Editor,


East Timor Update,


40 Park Lane,


Rothwell, Leeds LS26 0ES.


West Yorkshire.
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